INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2711
MESABI EAST SCHOOLS
AURORA, MN 55705

MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING
September 14, 2026

CALL TO ORDER: The Regular Board Meeting was called to order by Vice-Chair, Kathy Undeland at 5:30 p.m. on September 14, 2026 in the Board Room (204) with the following in answer to roll call.

ROLL CALL:        
 
Present:     Directors Justin Adams, Walt Hautala, Pamela LaFrenier, Kathy Undeland, Superintendent Burgess

Absent:	     Directors Chris Baudhuin, Amanda Gross

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

AGENDA APPROVAL:  Moved by Director LaFrenier, seconded by Director Adams to approve the agenda as amended with 9.22 addition.

All in favor---Motion passed.

DISTRICT PATRON AND VISITOR COMMENTS:    None.

Consent Agenda:  Moved by Director Gross, seconded by Director Baudhuin to approve the consent agenda as 
presented:   Payrolls and Bills in the amount of $934,566.31; Regular Board Meeting Minutes of 
August 3, 2026; Tuition Agreements with Minnesota Transitions Charter School for  students with start dates of 8/24/26,
And Duluth Public School ISD 709 for 1 student with the start date of 6/9/26. 

All in favor---Motion passed.

Truth in Taxation Hearing Date:  Moved by Director Undeland, seconded by Director LaFrenier to approve the Truth in
Taxation Hearing Date as December 7, 2026 at 6:15pm in the Boardroom (204) at Mesabi East

All in favor---Motion passed.

2026 Payable 2027 Levy Certification:  Moved by Director Hautala, seconded by Director Adams to approve the 
Levy Limitation Certification 2026 payable 2027 as presented at maximum level.

All in favor—Motion passed. 


High School 504 Coordinator Hire:  Moved by Director Hautala, seconded by Director Adams to hire Janel Scheuring as
the High School 504 Coordinator.

All in favor---Motion passed.


TRIBE Co-Advisor:  Moved by Director Undeland, seconded by Director LaFrenier to 
approve Brandi Richards at the TRIBE Co-Advisor.

All in favor---Motion passed.

Junior High Cross Country Running Coach:  Moved by Director LaFrenier, seconded by Director Undeland to approve Riley 
Lind as the Junior High Cross Country Running Coach. 

All in favor---Motion passed.


Bread Quote for 2026-2027 School Year:  Moved by Director LaFrenier, seconded by Director Hautala to approve Pan O 
Gold as the provider of bakery products to the school district for the 2026-2027 school year as presented. 

All in favor—Motion passed. 


Milk Quote for the 2026-2027 School Year:  Moved by Director Adams, seconded by Director Undeland to accept the bid
inclusive of an escalator clause as submitted by Johnson Milk Company to furnish the school district with 1.2 pints of milk
for the 2026-2027 school year in paper containers as presented. 

All in favor--Motion passed.


Paraprofessional Hire:  Moved by Director Adams, seconded by Director Hautala to approve the hire of Arlene Nyman as
Special Education Paraprofessional, up to 29 hours per week at step 0 for the 2026-2027 school year. 

All in favor---Motion passed.     

Teacher Hire:  Moved by Director Adams, seconded by Director LaFrenier to approve Jen Donabauer as 1.0 FTE General
Education Teacher, BA, Step 2 of the local 1255 salary schedule effective the 2026-2027 school year. 

All in favor---Motion passed.

Teacher Hire:  Moved by Director Undeland, seconded by 
Director LaFrenier to approve Amanda Murfin as 1.0 FTE Special Education Teacher, BA, Step 8 of the local 1255 salary
schedule effective the 2026-2027 school year. 

All in favor---Motion passed.

Teacher Hire:  Moved by Director Hautala, seconded by Director Adams to approve Jasmine Jam as 1.0 FTE ELA Teacher,
BA, Step 2 of the Local 1255 salary schedule effective the 2026-2027 school year. 

All in favor---Motion passed.

Youth Service Coordinator Resignation:   Moved by Director LaFrenier, seconded by Director Hautala to accept the
resignation of Mark Goerdt as the Youth Service Coordinator effective the 2026-2027 school year with appreciation. 

All in favor---Motion passed.


Teacher Resignation:  Moved by Director LaFrenier, seconded by Director Undeland to accept the 
resignation of Ted Fredrickson as Elementary Teacher effective the 2026-2027 school year with appreciation. 

All in favor---Motion passed.



Mesabi Sign Company Quote:  Moved by Director Undeland, seconded by Director LaFrenier to table the quote by
Mesabi Sign Company to repair or replace the current electronic sign. 

All in favor---Motion passed.


Request for Change of Salary Lane:  Moved by Director Undeland, seconded by Director Hautala to approve the Salary
Lane Change for Josh Peterson from BA +12 to BA +24 effective the 2026-2027 school year. 

All in favor---Motion passed.


Sewer Replacement Quote:  Moved by Director LaFrenier, seconded by Director Hautala to accept the quote from
Hecimovich for the replacement of the sewer from the building to the manhole. 

All in favor---Motion passed.


UHL Proposal to remove and replace the evaporator coil:  Moved by Director Undeland, seconded by Director LaFrenier 
to approve the proposal from UHL to remove and replace the evaporator coil serving the Seresco AHU with LFTM money.

All in favor---Motion passed.




Resolution Authorizing Independent School District No 2711 to Make Application to and Accept Grant Fund From the
IRRRB School Account Disbursement Funds:   Review of the school board handbook

			     RESOLUTION
                                                        Application to and Accept Grant Funds From the IRRRB 

Moved by Director Undeland  seconded by Director Adams to approve the Acceptance of Donations to Mesabi East School District Resolution:
	WHEREAS THE, authorizing authority approves the School Account Disbursement Funds in the amount of $150,972 and
	WHEREAS THE, authorizing authority agrees to accept funding if approved by the IRRRB
	NOW,  THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the authorizing authority of Independent School District No. 2711 does adopt this resolution.
	NOW IT BE RESOLVED that the Mesabi East School District may take all necessary action to apply for and receive the grand and the 
	
	AUTHORIZED SIGNOR/PROJECT CONTACT, Jeff Burgess is designated the authority to execute and deliver documents and forms related to the grant including but not limited to a grant agreement.
	
Roll Call:
Ayes: Director Hautala, LaFrenier, Undeland, Adams
Nayes: None — Motion Passed


 




Advertising Approval:  Moved by Director Adams, seconded by Director Undeland to approve the advertising of North
Ridge Community Credit Union  

All in favor---Motion passed.


Approval of Spanish Trip - 2028-2029 School Year:  Moved by Director Adams, seconded by Director LaFrenier to approve
the Spanish trip to Panama in the 2028-2029 school year with date pending administrative approval. 

All in favor---Motion passed.





Acceptance of Donations Resolution:  Moved by Director Undeland, seconded by Director Baudhuin to approve the 
Acceptance of Donations to Mesabi East School District Resolution:

RESOLUTION
Acceptance of Donations to Mesabi East School District

	WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 465.03 requires a school district to accept donations by resolution expressed in the terms prescribed by the donor in full; and,

	WHEREAS, acceptance of the donations in accordance with donor’s terms is in the best interest of the Mesabi East School District:

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mesabi East School District does accept the below-described donations from said organizations in accordance with the terms set forth herein.

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mesabi East School District wishes to extend its grateful appreciation to these various individuals and organizations.

•	Monetary donation in the amount of $500 earmarked for Pep Club 

Roll Call:  

Ayes:  Directors Undeland, Gross, Baudhuin, Hautala
Nayes:   None--- Motion passed.













High School Homebound Instructor Hire :  Moved by Director Adams, seconded by Director Undeland to approve Brandi Richards up to 5 hours per week as the High School Homebound Instructor. 

All in favor— Motion passed. 



REPORTS:  Under Separate Cover.

MEETING SCHEDULE:  Regular Board Meeting, October 5, 2026, 5:30 p.m., Board Room (204)

Adjournment:  Moved by Director LaFrenier, seconded by Director Adams to adjourn at 6:55 p.m.

All in favor---Motion passed.


ATTEST:


________________________________________		___________________________________
Chairperson							 Clerk
